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railroad crossings should be closed. If you will note the
language, the present language in the bill on line 13 thrcugh
21, that when it is determined that such a grade crossing
should be el1minated by closing the street, the amendment
provides that when the clos1ng of a railroad cross1ng is
agreed upon by the department of roads, the local entity,
and the ra1lroad, so it changes from, when it is determined,
it changes to, when it is agreed upon, it also changes the
amount of money that shall be paid to the local entity pro­
viding the grade crossing is closed. The original bill provides
for a payment of twelve thousand dollars, the amendment would
provide that payment shall be not less than two thousand dollars,
shall be the amount of cost, not less than two thousand dollars,
or not greater than twelve. I move the committee amendment.

SPEAKER: You' ve heard the explanation of the amendment and
the motion to adopt it, is there any discussion? If not all
thyr se in favor of the amendment say aye, those opposed no,
the amendment is adopted. Are there any further amendments' ?

CLERK: None Nx . President .

SPEAKER: Mhat will you do with the bill? Senator Barnett,

SENATOR BARNETT: I move we advance LB 144 to EAR initial. The
purpose for this bill is two-fold. It will probably be the
answer for a lot of our ra11road crossings that we have had
throughout the state where we can't get them vacated, get some
of the reasons for these railroad cross1ng fatalities cleared
up and out of the way. Under the present law there is no
specific prov1sions for the protection or elimination of' these
crossings and this w1ll take care of this under this procedure.
It does change the contributing factor 1t brings the state in
to more play, as I understand there is a grade crossing fund that
hasn't been touched for about two years. Under this bill we are
hoping in the areas where you have grade crossings that are high
risk, that you will apply to have these grade crossings elim1nated
or made safe for the automobiles in the state oi Nebraska. In
here under this bill that any division that has a railroad
transportation safety district that they fund it thereself com­
pletelv. 1 would hope that you'd see favor in adopting LB 144
and passing it on to EAR 1nitial.

SPEAKER: Is there any further discussion? Senator Clark.

SENATOR CLARK: I'd 11ke to ask Senator Barnett a question ox
two.

SPEAKER: Mill you yield Senatox?

SENATOR CLARK: How much money is in the grade crossing fund
now, do you know2

SENATOR BARNETT: I understand that there is about seven hundred
and some thousand dollars, a two year accumulation, I understand
i t .

SENATOR CLARK: There will be no A bill with th1s then, out of
the funds.

SENATOR BARNETT: No t h er e won' t .

SENATOR CLARK: Thank you.

SPEAKER: Is there any further discussion? If not are you x'eady
fox' the question2 Senator Waresh.
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